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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  SOUTH  MOLTON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Population  of  the  Rural  Area  .  .  .  11370 

,,  last  year  .  . .  .  .  9130 


Increase  .  2240 

Birth  Rate — 

LIVE  BIRTHS — males  61,  females  66.  Legitimate;  males 
59,  Illegitimate;  males  2,  females  2. 

STILL  BIRTHS— Total  males  4,  females  4. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age : — 

Total — 7  males  4  females 
Legitimate — 6  , ,  4  , , 

Illegitimate — 1  ,,  -  ,, 


Death  Rate,  all  causes — 60  Males;  61  Females.  Total  Deaths,  121 
Death  Rate  per  1,000 — 10.6. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000 — 9.85. 

Birth  Rate  England  and  Wales  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

=  14.6. 

Death  Rate  England  and  Wales  per  1 ,000  Civilian  Population 

=  14.3. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  nil.  Whooping  Cough,  one. 
Diarrhoea ,  under  2  years ,  nil . 


Causes  of  Death.  Males,  Females. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever . . . . . .  -  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  -  1 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . .  3  1 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . . . . .  2  1 

Influenza  . . . . . . . . .  1  - 

Ac.  Inf.  Encephalitis  . . . . . . . .  -  1 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum . . .  1 

Cancer  of  Breast  . . . .  -  4 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . . . . .  5  5 

Diabetes  . . .  - 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  .  3  3 

Heart  Disease  . ; . . . . .  19  15 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System .  3 

Bronchitis  . '5  4 

Pneumonia  .  4  4 

Appendicitis . . . -  1 

Other  Digestive  Disease . . . . .  1 

Nephritis  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4  2 
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Premature  Birth . .  4  1 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 

Infant  Disease  ! .  2  1 

Other  Violent  Causes... . 2 

All  other  Causes  .  1  13 

Total .  60  61 


Cancer — 15  deaths.  Heart  Disease — 34.  No  case  of  Suicide. 


REMOVAD  TO  ISOTATION  HOSPITAL . 

35  Beds  available. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever.  Removed.  An  evacuee  child. 
We  should  have  moved  another,  but  there  was  no  "room. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria.  Removed  to  Tiverton.  Evacuee. 
The  second  case  notified  was  not  removed,  as  it  was  found  un- 
necessary  to  do  so.  Also  an  evacuee. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

t 

A  large  percentage  of  the  children  have  now  been  immun¬ 
ized  and  I  am  in  the  midst  of  another  drive  for  immunization. 

'  People  are  looking  on  this  protective  measure  much  more  favour¬ 
ably — and  in  many  cases  are  anxious  to  have  their  children 
immunized.  All  children  should  be  immunized  from  one  year 
of  age  upwards.  The  sooner  after  the  age  of  one  year  the  better 
— the  younger  they  are  the  better  the  result. 

MEASEES. 

59  cases  have  been  notified — without  as  far  as  I  can  judge 
the  least  benefit  to  anyone.  I  should  be  obliged  if  anyone  can 
tell  me  the  object  of  notifying  this  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH . 

'  27  cases  have  been  notified.  Perhaps  the  Ministry  of 

Health  can  inform  me  what  the  object  of  notification  is.  I 
understand  that  two  Boroughs  in  England  are  immunizing 
children  against  this  disease.  I  do  not  consider — taking  all 
things  into  consideration — that  there  is  any  pressing  need  for 
this. 

TUBERCUEOSIS. 

Number  of  cases  still  on  the  Register  in  our  Area : — 

On  Jan.  1st,  1941,  was  32;  on  Dec.  3ist,  1941,  still  32. 

Jan.  1,  1941 — Males,  17  (pulmonar3^) ,  3  (non-pulmonary) . 

Females — 10  (pulmonary) ,  2  (non-pulmonary) . 

Dec.  31,  1941 — Males,  12  pulmonary;  5  non-pulmonary.  " 


Females — 11  pulmonary;  4  non -pulmonary. 

13  new  cases  notified  during  the  year — 7  pulmonary;  6  non- 
pulmonary . 

Of  the  13  new  cases  two  have  left  the  county;  3  have  died. 

Six  of  the  new  cases  were  evacuees. 


Ages. 


F.  29  years 

Non-Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

M .  3  years 

Non-Pulmonary 

Resident 

M.  19  years 

Pulmonary 

Resident 

M.  20  years 

Non-Pulmonary 

Resident 

F .  26  years 

Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

F .  26  years 

Pulmonar}^ 

Resident 

F .  35  years 

Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

F .  38  years 

Non-Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

M.  38  years 

Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

M.  50  years 

Non-Pulmonary 

Resident 

F .  44  years 

Pulmonary 

Evacuee 

F .  65  years 

N  on  -  Pu  lmoiiar3^ 

Resident 

F.  68  years 

Lungs,  Pulmonary 

Resident 

WATER  ANALYSIS: 

From  the  Examination  of  water  at  Thresh,  Beale  and  Suckling. 

The  symbol  pH  in  the  Analyst  Report  on  his  examination 
of  water  is  used  to  denote  — whether  the  water  is  an  acid  water, 
an  alkaline  water  or  a  neutral  water.  The  neutral  waters — 
which  include  the  great  majority  of  potable  or  drinking  waters — 
have  a  pH  value  between  8  and  6 — i.e.,  pH  value  is  8  to  7  cr. 
The  acid  waters  have  a  pH  value  of  4.5  or  under.  The  alkaline 
waters  have  a  pH  value  of  8.5  or  over.  It  is  obvious  that  no 
water  (rainfall)  passes  through  a  permeable  stratum  without 
taking  up  something  from  that  stratum  orundergoing  some  more 
or  less  appreciable  change. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  water  will  vary  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  soil  on  which  the  water  falls  and  permeates  the 
surface . 

On  peaty  soils  the  water  takes  up  humic  acid — on  heather 
soils  quinic  acid,  and  it  gets  carbonic  acid  from  the  air  and 
soil  waters  from  these  grounds.  * 

The  alkaline  waters  contain  no  free  carbonic  acid — but 
contain  carbonates  with  or  without  bicarbonates. 

The  neutral  waters  contain  no  carbonates  but  contain 
carbonic  acid  and  bicarbonates. 

t 

EVACUATION. 

The  problem  of  evacuees  and  those  billeting  has  become 
much  less  acute.  * 

A  large  number  of  the  children  have  returned  to  their  homes . 
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We  were  able  to  close  one  hostel  during  the  year. 

The  three  evacuation  diseases — scabies,  impetigo,  enuresis, 
are  causing  much  less  trouble.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  bomb¬ 
ing  in  the  big  towns  was  responsible  for  a  good  deal  of  the  enuresis . 

The  problem  of  what  may  happen  in  the  future  still  looms 
ahead , 


A.  R.  P. 

In  our  area  we  have  two  Pirst  Aid  Parties — ^one  at  Chulm- 
leigh,  one  at  Wither idge.  And  twelve  official  First  Aid  Points 
— Ghulmleigh,  Witheridge,  N.  Molton,  Burrington,  Rackenford, 
East  Anstey,  Holland,  Knowstone,  West  Buckland,  Charles, 
Kingsnympton ,  Chitflehamholt ;  and  all  the  other  villages  have 
unofficial  First  Aid  Points. 

A  First  Aid  Point  should  have  a  personnel  of  5 — with  5  in 
reserve.  It  is  wise  to  have  one  or  two  more  to  fall  back  upon 
if  necessary . 

A  First  Aid,  Party  (known  also  as  a  Stretcher  Party)  consists 
of  5  men  fully  trained  in  First  Aid — 4  men  and  a  driver.  The 
party  carries  4  stretchers,  a  large  satchel  with  dressings  set  and 
each  m^ember  carries  a  satchel  and  are  well  equipped  with  Civilian 
Duty  respirators,  protective  clothing,  helmets,  etc.  Each  party 
has  8  stretchers. 

There  is  in  addition  an  ambulance  with  driver  and  attendant 
and  a  car  for  sitting  casualties. 

The  personnel  of  the  Points  have  no  personal  equipment 
at  all,  and  the  onty  official  equipment  for  a  Point  is  a  wooden 
box  containing  some  dressings,  bandages  set  and  tourniquet. 

The  First  Aid  Point  is  a  room  where  casualties  can  be  taken 
for  medical  attention — the  severe  casualties  should  be  taken  to 
Hospital.  These  Points — official  and  unofficial — are  most  of 
them  exceedingly  well  equipped.  The  R.D.C.  has  been  liberal 
in  supplying  some  necessary  essentials  and  local  effort  has  done 
a  great  deal  more. 

The  trouble  was  keeping  the  personnel  keen  and  on  their 
toes  during  1941.  I  think  there  was  a  lack  of  support  in  many 
places — and  the  personnel  naturally  lost  interest  and  in  some 
instances  resigned.  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  now  there  has  been 
everywhere  a  marked  recrudescence  in  this  respect  and  I  am 
convinced  if  need  arises  they  will  prove  invaluable. 

The  Home  Guard  have  been  generous  in  their  support  of 
First  Aid  Points  throughout  our  district. 

I  once  again  place  on  record  the  great  help  I  have  at  all 
times  received  from  Mr.  Willey,  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
his  assistant  have  always  given  me  their  best  help — for  which 
‘I  am  grateful. 

I 
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W.  G.  MORTIMER. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  vSANlTARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
SURVEYOR  FOR  THE  SOUTH  MORTON  RURAL  AREA, 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  SlST  DECEMBER,  1941. 


WATER. 

The  Bishoj)synmpton  water  treatment  scheme  was  com¬ 
pleted  and  put  into  operation  during  the  3/^ear  and  the  works 
appear  to  be  very  efficient,  doing  the  work  for  which  they  were 
designed  admirably.  A  short  extension  of  the  main  to  supply 
a  cottage  which  previously  derived  its  water  from  a  well  has 
been  made. 

At  Burrington  a  shortage  of  water  was  experienced  and 
it  was  necessary  to  install  a  pump  to  a  well,  which  was  not 
intended  for  drinking,  to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  drinking 
water  suppl\"  obtained  from  other  wells.  The  Council  con¬ 
sidered  the  matter  serious  enough  to  make  an  endeavour  to 
revive  the  public  water  suppl}^  scheme  to  the  village,  the  carrying 
out  of  which  wms  deferred  at  the  outbreak  of  war .  The  Ministry 
of  Health  were  approached  and  an  Inspector  visited,  but  the 
Ministry"  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  conditions  were  not  serious 
enough  to  warrant  the  carrying  out  of  the  works  contemplated 
during  war  time. 

No  further  water  supply  developments  have  been  made. 
Particulars  of  water  supply  inspections  carried  out  during  the 
year  are : — 

No.  of  Inspections  carried  out  in  connection  with  private 


supplies .  99 

No.  of  Samples  taken  from  existing  supplies  .  20 

No.  of  Water  Supplies  improved  .  15 


No.  of  Water  Supplies  taken  into  houses  from  public  mains  9 
No.  of  visits  to  and  inspections  of  public  water  supplies  .  264 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

No  sewerage  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year. 
Particulars  of  drainage  work  carried  out  are  as  follows : — 


No.  of  New  Drains  laid  to  existing  houses  .  1 1 

No .  of  Extensions  to  Drains  . . .  12 

No.  of  Drains  cleared  .  12 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION . 

No.  of  New  Closets  . . .  6 

No.  of  Earth  Closets  and  Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  9 

No.  of  New  Closet  Pans  fixed  . . . .  20 

No.  of  New  Flushing  Cisterns  provided .  12 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

No  new  development  has  taken  place  during  the  3"ear  and 
the  position  remains  the  same,  namely  that  refuse  is  being 
collected  from  the  following  villages  by  contract  and  deposited 
in  local  tips: — West  Buckland,  Chittlehampton ,  North  Molton, 
Chulmleigh,  Witheridge,  Bishopsnympton,  Georgen^^mpton . 

25  inspections  have  been  made  in  connection  with  refuse 
disposal. 

SALVAGE. 

With  the  Uecessity  for  the  re-use  in  industry  of  materials 
previously  wasted,  considerable  quantities  of  such  materials 
have  been  collected  during  the  year  and  the  collection  of  these, 
recently  re-organised,  has  grown  from  month  to  month.  A  total 
quantity  of  51  tons  11  cwt.  0  qrs.  221bs.  of  materials  of  all 
kinds  was  collected ,  being  made  up  as  follows ; — 

Waste  Paper,  Cardboard,  etc.  28  tons  17  cwt.  3  qrs. 

Rags  .  .  15  cwt.  1  qr. 

Bones  .  1  ton  14  cwt.  3  qrs.  8  lbs. 

Scrap  Iron  .  .  20  tons  1  cwt.  1  qr. 

Lead  .  .  2  cwt .  0  qr .  0  lbs . 

Other  Metals  . .  .  14  lbs. 

The  work  of  the  department  has  been  considerably  increased 
by  these  operations  and  149  visits  and  inspections  have  been 
made  in  connection  with  this  matter. 

NUISANCES .. 

10  complaints  relating  to  nuisances  were  received  during 
the  year  and  were  dealt  with  by  informal  action,  abatement 
being  obtained  in  each  case. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  premises  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

SCHOOLS . 

With  further  movements  of  the  population  it  has  been 
•found  possible  to  close  many  places  which  were  brought  into 
temporary  use  as  schools,  such  as  village  halls,  etc.  18  inspec¬ 
tions  of  existing,  schools  were  made  and  defects  found  w’ere 
Remedied  by  informal  action. 
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DISINFECTION. 

24  premises  were  disinfected  as  the  result  of  the  occurrence 
of  notifiable  and  other  diseases. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk. — 61  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  examination 
for  cleanliness,  out  of  which  44  reached  the  required  standard. 
All  the  samples  were  taken  at  the  farms  at  the  time  of  produc¬ 
tion  and  the  percentage  of  passes  is  72.13,  compared  with  last 
year’s  percentage  of  89.23  and  that  of  the  year  before  of  85.81. 
93  inspections  of  cowsheds  have  been  made  and  whilst  im¬ 
provements  continue  to  be  made,  the  rate  of  improvement  has 
slackened  as  the  result  of  the  war. 

Slaughterhouses  and  Meat. — No  slaughterhouses  in  the 
district  are  now  in  use .  As  the  result  of  inspections  of  provisions 
in  shops,  portions  of  three  sides  of  bacon  were  condemned  as 
being  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

Bakehouses. — There  are  12  bakehouses  in  the  district, 
which  are  kept  in  a  sanitary  condition,  and  there  has  been  no 
complaint  concerning  them. 


HOUSING. 

No  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  year.  152 
houses  have  been  repaired  as  the  result  of  informal  action  and 
statutory  action  was  taken  in  one  case. 


A.  G.  OXUAND,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 
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